
 

We All Inevitably Fall into the Abyss 

Yifeng Yvonne Yuan 



Composer’s note 

This piece is about the relentless flow of information, the constant demand for attention and productivity. It is about the void 
we feel after consuming millions gigabytes of data, the profound isolation we sense amidst the hyper-connectedness. It is 
about the sense of burning out.  



Instrumentation 

Fixed Media 
Trumpet in C (with a loop pedal) 
Baritone Saxophone + Alto Saxophone (with a loop pedal) 
Piano (prepared) 
Violin 
Cello 

Clarinet in Bb

Tenor
-

& >

Yifeng Yuan
or Trumpet



Performer’s Note 

Amplification 
 All the acoustic instruments should be amplified.  
 For the saxophone player, there will be two to three microphones needed depending on the setup: 
 Place one at the bell, another one on/near the keys, and, if possible, attach a contact mic to the performer’s throat for enhanced  
sound capture.  

Piano Preparation:  
 There are two ways of piano preparing depending on the access of materials.  

1. Insert large paper clips in between strings Eb2, G2, B2 and Db3. 
2. Place blu tack on the strings of Eb2, G2, B2 and Db3.  

Note: the preparation will be removed midway through the piece. Please consider the ease and practicality of removal when setting up.  

Loop pedals  
 Loop pedals are optional but recommended for the trumpet and saxophone if feasible. 

1/8 tone higher  

1/8 tone lower 
 In the first section, adjust pitches to be 1/8 tone higher or lower as indicated. This is to create a beating effect that matches the 

intensity of the electronic track. The 1/8 tone measurement is an estimate; the primary goal is to achieve the desired beating effect. 

Breath marking 

Guitar pick tremolo (for Violin) 
 The performer should hold the violin like a guitar, and strum with a guitar pick. 

Click Track for Conductor 
 The electronic track is very time sensitive. To achieve a perfect synchronization between the fixed track and live performance, a 
separate click track is provided for the conductor.  

For the saxophone player, two microphones are preferred: 
Place one microphone near the keys for sound capture. 
Attach a contact microphone to the performer’s throat to enhance the sound texture and capture the nuances.  

A click track is provided to ensure perfect synchronization between the fixed track and the live performance. 
This click track is intended for the conductor (if there is one) or one designated performer. 

 or performer

= ↑=

-



Metric Modulation 
 Be aware of several metric modulations throughout the piece. 

Card on String knobs 
 The performer is required to slide on the metal knobs that hold the strings with a card.  
 This piece specifically calls for this effect in the mid to high register.  
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Electronics 

High pitched sine tone beeping from distance;
Each beep equals to a half note.

[Transposed]

Yifeng Yvonne Yuan (2023-24)

We All Inevitably Fall into the Abyss

/
Two sine tones around Eb3
beating periodically. 

&
Baritone
Saxophone

non vib.

slightly (around 1/ 8
tone) higher than the
written pitch by altering
embouchure* 

, , , ord. vibrato
- - - - - -

&Clarinet

non vib.

slightly (around 1/ 8
tone) higher than the
written pitch by altering
embouchure* 

, ,
ord. vibrato - - -

&

Piano

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

prepared piano
with blu tack on string
Eb2,G2,B2 and Db3 

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&Violin
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

bow on bout, pitchless

- - - -

3

- - -

ord.

∑

sul tasto
III, IV non vib.

b b

?

*In order to make a beating effect between Baritone Saxophone and Clarinet.
^In order to make a beating effect with violin and Cello. 
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

bow on bout, pitcheless
- - - - - - - -
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